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The ensemble of Sheikh Safi al-din Ardabili's Khanegah and shrine

Inscribed on the list of national heritage back in the year 1931 under identification number 64, this ensemble is
longitude, and altitude of 1365 above sea level in the

located at 38° 14°52/5  northern latitude, 48° 17.27/5"
center of city of Ardabil.
"When initially built,

microcosmic city with bazaars, public baths and

the historical and religious ensemble of Sheikh Safi al-din Ardabili functioned as
Meydans, religious facilities, houses, and offices of its very

" » - - o H T
own"25. The property enjoyed great facilities as the largest and most complete Khanegah ensemble in Iran. In the

reign of Safavi kings, as Khanegah ensembles were wound up, this ensemble took on particular political and

national importance as the prominent shrine of the founder of Safavi dynasty. In ot
heology from B8th century to carly 12th century AH/

her words, this ensemble turned

to a gallery holding works of different styles of art and arc

AD 14th - 18th centuries.

The oldest historical source to have
Ibn-i Bazziz Ardabili (759 AH/AD 13s8), and Sarih a
AH/AD 1567), the pair of them including some narratives

h Safi al-din's Khanegah at his own time had vari
it became one of the most impo

mentioned this ensemble and its construction works are Safwat al-Safa by

1-Milk by And-ol Mo'men Abdi Beyg-e Shirazi (975
that indicate the holiness and antiquity of the shrine.

As a whole, Sheik ous service and facility areas. After his
the rule of his successors,

for the Shiites, insofar as mos
s as well as other muslims.

departure, and at rlant pilgrimage places for the
muslims, and particularly
most significant religious places

indication of the deep respect Iranians show f
most importan

{ european tourists have named it one of the largest and

What these tourists report is an

for the Iranian
cal documents, this place

‘or this religious place. According to histori
has once been considered as the sole ¢ and most sacred religious sites among the Shiites. Kumpfer
.
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H/AD 1658-1694 Wriles in this regard:
doubtedly as follows: first, Imam
ter, Ma'soumeh, in Qom, and third, Sheikh Safi al-din's

11, the king of Spain, to the court of Shah Abbas [,
ad as the most renowned

cd to Tran between the years 1096-1 105 A

of Germany, who has travel
ful holy shrines in Iran are un

"the most prominent, largest, and most beauti
in Mashhad, second, the shrine of his sis

the then ambassador of Philippe I
4 has named sultania, Ardabil, and Mashh

Reza's holy shrine
Shrine in Ardabil" 26. Also,

who visited Iran in the year1 013 AH/AD 160

holy cities of lran.

Depending on the time of construction,
parable connection with the main

all buildings of the shrine that are mostly of

the function, and the scales,
more.

edifice, and are similar to it in one way or
ts and themes

religious function, have an inse!
Al buildings with their function, overall look, and structure, 10
used to ornament the surfaces and the fagade of the buildings demonstra

the shrine of Sheikh Safi al-din consists of the following pa
3. Muhiyy al-din muhammad tomb
at-sard

gether with the decorative elemen
te a perfect religious unity and order.

rts and buildings: 1. Sheikh Safi al-din
(Haram-khiné} 4. Shihnishin

AL present,
tomb (Allah Allah dome) 2. Shah Ismail tomb
(alcove) 5. par al-Huffaz (Oandit-khﬁnﬁ] 6. Chini-kh@na (Khanegah) 7. Jann; 8. Sahat or Sahn (Area) 9.
Shah Abbisi gate ( lofty Gateway) 10. Middle yard (passageway) 11. New Chilla Khidna 12. Dar al-Hadith (Dar
tawalli) 13. The garden court (Arsa) 14 Meydin (Square) 15. Second gate 16. The Main gate (Darvizeh) 17.
8. Magaber courtyard (sepulchres) 19, Shah Ismails mother tomb 20. Southern
g like Kauther 22. Sayyed Sheikh Shih ebn-¢
iring like Kauther at

al-Mu
Shahidgah (Cemelry of shrine) 1
mbers of garden courtyard 2
house

1. Northern chambers of Spirin

23, Unit of Sharbat-Khana 24.
2006. 26. Discovered remains o

Discovered remains of sp

cha
f Ash-Khana in AD 2006.

Khwaja Hasan Beys Safawi

AD 1995. 25. Discovered remains of shrine bath at AD
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